


 ♻ President: Sara Ivey*, OK Dept. of Environmental Quality  
 ♻ Vice-President: Maureen Turner, City of Tulsa 
 ♻ Secretary: Stephanie Giacomo, City of McAlester
 ♻ Treasurer: Robert Pickens, American Waste Control
 ♻ Past President: Tracy Horst*, Choctaw Nation
 ♻ Executive Committee Board Member: Ilda Hershey*, 

Oklahoma State University 
 ♻ Administrative Assistant to the Board: 

 Ellen Bussert*, Bixby

Board Members:
 ♻ Kara Berst*, Chickasaw Nation
 ♻ Crystal Bennett, Republic Services
 ♻ Keima Kamara, OK Coop. Extension Service
 ♻  Trudi Logan*, Tinker Air Force Base
 ♻  Jeanette Nance, Keep Oklahoma Beautiful
 ♻ Michael Patton, Land Legacy
 ♻  Garmon Smith*, Ada Recycling Coalition 

*OKRA Conference Planning Committee

 ♻ Diana Askins, Tulsa Master Recyclers (volunteer 
training & management)

 ♻ Joey Dunlap, Republic Services (hauling service)
 ♻ Chris Feeney, Keepin’ Enid Green (rural recycling)
 ♻ Bryce Hulsey, OK Dept. of Environmental Quality 

(OK recycling vendors / markets)
 ♻ Chris Knight, City of Stillwater (convenience 

collection centers)
 ♻ Amanda Marcott-Thottunkal, OK Dept. of Commerce 

(business recycling)

 ♻ Natalie Mallory, Full Sun Composting (composting)
 ♻ Trudy Nevland, City of Ada Recycling (recycling 

drop—off center/promotion & education)
 ♻ Fenton Rood, Oklahoma Dept. of Environmental 

Quality (solid waste/recycling)
 ♻ Dianne Wilkins, Oklahoma Dept. of Env. Quality, 

Pollution Prevention Manager (business/industry)
 ♻ Larry Wright, Western Oklahoma (rural issues)

(area of recycling interest or expertise)

See www.recycleok.org for OKRA leader e-mail addresses, 
membership information, news, volunteer opportunities and more! 

Contact OKRA:  info@recycleok.org or OKRA, P. O. Box 521154, Tulsa, OK 74152-1154
Like us on Facebook: Oklahoma Recycling Association – OKRA



Time Program Details

8:00 — 3:30 Exhibits Open Visit with exhibitors

8:00 — 9:00 Registration & Networking
Visit Exhibitors Indoors

Continental breakfast in exhibit area

9:00 — 9:10 Welcome Address
Announcements from OKRA

Sara Ivey & Ellen Bussert, OKRA

9:10 — 9:40 Recycling Today in Oklahoma 
& Market Updates

Chris Bell, Smurfit Kappa North America

9:40 — 10:30 Keynote Presentation: 
Waste to Wealth

Neil Seldman,
Inst. for Local Self-Reliance

10:30 — 11:00 Morning Break/Networking Exhibit Area

11:00 — 12:00 Recycle Program Success Story 
Moderator: Kara Berst, 
Chickasaw Nation

Community: James Williams, Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Schools: Crystal Bennett, Republic Services 
Business: Patrick Ivey, Cox Communications 

12:00 — 1:15 Lunch Buffet
Luncheon Speaker

Dining & Program in Event Hall
Ric Kotarsky, Tulsa Zoo Recycling/Composting

1:15 — 1:30 Visit Exhibitors & Network Exhibit Area

1:30 — 3:00 
Expert 
Roundtable 
Discussion 
Topics & 
Facilitators

- Select three 
table topics

1. How to Talk with Legislators
2. Tire Recycling & Clean-ups
3. Food Waste Hauling
4. Recycled Paper Products
5. Glass Recycling
6. Branding Your Recycling
7. Product Stewardship Programs
8. Single-Stream Challenges
9. Rural Opportunities
 

Oklahoma Representative
Ferrella March, Oklahoma DEQ
Natalie Mallory, Full Sun Composting
Chris Bell, Smurfit Kappa North America
Facilitator t.b.d.
Maureen Turner, City of Tulsa
Garmon Smith, Ada Recycling Coalition
Greta Calvery, Waste Management, Inc.
Keima Kamara, Oklahoma Coop Extension Service 

3:00 — 3:15 Door Prizes & Meet Up for Tours Sara Ivey & Ellen Bussert

3:15 — 4:30

Select one

TOUR: Tulsa Zoo Recycling & 
Composting Operations
-OR-
Tour: City of Tulsa Mulch Site

Ric Kotarsky, Tulsa Zoo

-OR-

Scott Van Loo, City of Tulsa

 ♻ Christopher Bell, Regional Sales & Brokerage Manager, Smurfit Kappa, www.smurfitkappa.com / 
chris.bell@smurfitkappa.com 

 ♻ Crystal Bennett, Manager Municipal Services, Republic Services, 
 www.RepublicServices.com / cbennett2@republicservices.com

 ♻ Ellen Bussert, Admin. Assistant, Oklahoma Recycling Association, www.recycleok.org /    
okra.secretary@gmail.com  

 ♻ Greta Calvery, Sr. Public Affairs Manager, Waste Management, Inc., www.wm.com / 
 GCalvery@wm.com

 ♻ Steve Cedoz, Plant Manager, Ardagh Group, www.ardaghgroup.com  / 
 Steven.A.Cedoz@ArdaghGroup.com

 ♻ Patrick Ivey, Director of Sales Performance - Homelife, Cox Communications, 
 www.cox.com / patrick.ivey@cox.com

 ♻ Sara Ivey, Education Programs and Services Coordinator, Oklahoma Dept. of Environmental 
Quality, www.deq.ok.gov / sara.ivey@deq.ok.gov

 ♻ Keima Kamara, Asst. Specialist SWM Programs, Oklahoma Coop. Extension Service, 
 www.agecon.okstate.edu/waste / keima.kamara@okstate.edu

 ♻ Ric Kotarsky, Curator of Conservation & Scientific Advancement, Tulsa Zoo, www.TulsaZoo.org / 
RKotarsky@tulsazoo.org

 ♻ Natalie Mallory, Owner-Operator, Full Sun Composting, www.fullsuncomposting.com /    
info@fullsuncomposting.com 

 ♻ Ferrella March, Env. Progs. Manager Land Division, Oklahoma Dept. of Environmental Quality, 
www.deq.ok.gov / Ferrella.March@deq.ok.gov

 ♻ Robert Pickens, VP Tulsa Recycle & Transfer, American Waste Control, 
 www.americanwastecontrol.com / Robert@awcok.com 

 ♻ Neil Seldman, Director of Waste to Wealth Initiative, Institute for Local Self-Reliance, 
 www.ilsr.org  / nseldman@ilsr.org  

 ♻ Garmon Smith, Volunteer, Ada Recycling Coalition, garmon@cableone.net / 
 www.adarecyclingcoalition.blogspot.com

 ♻ Maureen Turner, Manager Refuse & Recycling Systems, City of Tulsa, www.cityoftulsa.org /   
mturner@cityoftulsa.org

 ♻ Scott Van Loo, Mulch Site Operations Manager, City of Tulsa, www.cityoftulsa.org / 
 SVanLoo@cityoftulsa.org

 ♻ James Williams, Environmental Services Director, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, 
 www.MuscogeeNation-nsn.gov / jwilliams@mcn-nsn.gov



Neil Seldman, Ph.D.
Co-founder: Institute for Local Self-Reliance
Director of Waste to Wealth Initiative
nseldman@ilsr.org
www.ilsr.org 

Seldman has played an important role in the development of 
recycling and Zero Waste in the U.S.  He has assisted municipalities, 
as well as citizen, environmental and small business 
organizations, increase recovery of materials  from the waste 
stream and grow the local economy by adding  value to materials 
through local processing, manufacturing and job creation.

Ruby Sponsor:
 ♼ Chickasaw Nation, www.chickasaw.net

Sapphire Sponsors:
 ♼ City of Tulsa, www.tulsarecycles.com
 ♼ Oklahoma Dept of Environmental Quality, www.deq.state.ok.us

Emerald Sponsors: 
 ♼ Choctaw Nation, www.choctawnation.com
 ♼ Keep Oklahoma Beautiful, www.keepoklahomabeautiful.org
 ♼ Natural Evolution, Inc., www.naturalevolution.com

Pearl Sponsors:
 ♼ American Waste Control, www.americanwastecontrol.com
 ♼ Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, www.oces.okstate.edu
 ♼ Pinpoint Wire Technologies, www.pinpointwire.com 
 ♼ Republic Services, www.republicservices.com
 ♼ Solid Waste Association of North America, www.swana.org

Please complete the conference evaluation form online:
 https://forms.gle/baBfPXar7KvHXzgk9
We appreciate your feedback!

Ric Kotarsky 
Tulsa Zoo,
Curator of Conservation & Scientific Advancement 
RKotarsky@tulsazoo.org
https://tulsazoo.org/ 
 
Richard (Ric) Kotarsky began his career at the Tulsa Zoo in 1998. 
He earned his Master’s degree in Museum Studies and Leadership 
from The University of Oklahoma and later began working on 
a National Wildlife Refuge as a biologist where he headed up 
various wetlands habitat research projects. Ric is a Professional 
Fellow of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association 
and an alumnus of the Student Conservation Association 
and AmeriCorps. He is currently the Wildlife Conservation, 
Research, and Green Practices Manager at the Tulsa Zoo.



 ♻ American Waste Control (recycle sorting) – Robert Pickens 
 www.americanwastecontrol.com / robert@awcok.com

 ♻ City of Tulsa (recycling & composting) – Maureen Turner 
 www.tulsarecycles.com / mturner@cityoftulsa.org

 ♻ Keep Oklahoma Beautiful (community improvement) – Jeanette Nance 
 www.keepoklahomabeautiful.org / jeanette@keepoklahomabeautiful.com 

 ♻ Natural Evolution, Inc., (electronics recycling) – Traci Phillips 
 www.naturalevolution.com / tphillips@naturalevolution.com 

 ♻ Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service (rural development) – Keima Kamara
   www.oces.okstate.edu / keima.kamara@okstate.edu 

 ♻ Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (tire recycling program) – Ferrella March
   www.deq.state.ok.us / ferrella.march@deq.ok.gov

 ♻ Pinpoint Wire Technologies (wire products) – Ed Pope 
 www.pinpointwire.com / epope@pinpointwire.com

 ♻ Solid Waste Association of North America (Oklahoma Indian Nations Chapter) – Chris Knight
   www.swana.org / cknight@stillwater.org 

 ♻ The M.e.t. (drop-off Centers) - Ali Kalenak
 www.metrecycle.com / educator@metrecycle.com


