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Welcome to the OKRA online newsletter. Please feel
free to share our newsletter with anyone who might
enjoy reading it. To receive electronic notification of
newsletter availability and general recycling an-
nouncements, sign-up for the OKRA list server on our
website: www.recycleok.org

High Schoolers Use Youtube to Promote Recycling

Meeft the Bethel Acres “Mean Green Team”

We are the "Mean Green Team,” a group of 9 high school
STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) stu-

that they collected from across the school district - mate-
rials that would have ended up in landfills.

dents from the rural community =
of Bethel Acres, Oklahoma. Our
desire is to spread the im-
portance of recycling through
simple do-it-yourself videos that
our team has created.

Unfortunately, last year our
school district lost our recycling
program due to the budget cuts
to Oklahoma schools. We no
longer had accessible recycling |
stations for our community and
school, causing unnecessary paper, plastic, and card-
board waste.

Last year's STEM students brainstormed and developed a
brilliant solution to help with this problem. They created
over 200 notepads from recycled paper and cardboard

This school year, our team sought ways
to take this idea a step further, inform-
ing our community about ways to recy-
cle. To do this, we are developing a
series of do-it-yourself videos with re-
cycling tips and tricks that you'll want
to check out and try at your school,
home, and/or workplace.

We hope our Youtube channel shows
our generation and our community that
recycling is not just good for the Earth
but it can be fun too! To check out our videos and to
learn more about our project, please visit our website at
http://meangreenteam1.wixsite.com/gogreen. Additional
videos will be added soon, so keep checking back for
new recycling tips!

DEQ Recycles Obsolete Media Materials By Bryce C. Hulsey

The idea for obsolete media materials recycling came
as | toured our building one day and noticed many VHS
tapes sitting on the shelves taking up space and col-
lecting dust without being used for years.

Soon after, | was asked by my supervisor to review
some of the VHS tapes to see if they were still applica-
ble. What | found was that all the materials were ex-
tremely outdated and new, updated resources were
now available on the web! | decided to investigate the
best way to get rid of them and see if there was a way

to recycle these materials. | called several companies
and compared services and fees. | decided to go with
GreenDisk because they offered the best price and had
great reviews. After getting a quote, | brought the infor-
mation to administration and received permission to
follow through with this initiative.

After approval, DEQ ordered 3 Techno-cans from
GreenDisk and advertised throughout the building
about our collection. The materials we collected were:
VHS, CD/DVD, floppy disk, cassettes, slides and film.


http://meangreenteam1.wixsite.com/gogreen

DEQ Recycles Obsolete Media Materials (continued from front page)

We collected these materials for sev-
eral weeks and stored them in our Re-
purpose and Recycling area. We
offered this service to the entire build-
ing and asked upper management to
talk about it in meetings with their di-
vision.

With the help of my son Graeme, who
was on summer break, we sorted,
counted and packed up all the materi-
als and when we had collected enough
to fill a couple of boxes we shipped it
off to GreenDisk. A few things, like
some old music cassettes that Graeme
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was interested in, were put back into use,
keeping them out of the waste stream.

In the two boxes that we sent off, DEQ col-
lected: 377 VHS tapes, hundreds of CD/DVDs
and 27 cassette tapes of which 21 were re-
purposed. For our efforts we collected 75.8
pounds of obsolete media.

We have one more box available for a future
collection effort and we hope to do another
drive in 2017.

(Editor’s Note: While GreenDisk is a good choice
for organizations, individuals may drop off media
items for free at a nearby Best Buy store.)

by: Lauren Drummond
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Science careers are more fun than ever before—
according to the growing number of awesome STEM
education for kids events that are sprouting up across
the country. STEM, the acronym that stands for Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, is a
rapidly growing path for the next generation.

Tulsa Green STEM will be a hub for teachers looking for
environmental-themed STEM programming in class-
rooms. The Metropolitan Environmental Trust of Tulsa
(M.e.t.) will coordinate these efforts by managing a da-

tabase of organizations and agencies who provide these

services and targeted outreach from the groups to the
students.

Recycling is one of the easiest and most traditional
ways to have a positive impact on your environment

and community. Waste reduction curriculum uses STEM

focused lessons to introduce students to energy con-
cepts and conservation strategies.

Teaching the importance of recycling at
an early age is vital to lifelong steward-
ship. The M.e.t. operates 12 recycling
centers in the Tulsa area, loans recycling
bins to events and non-profit organizations, helps affili-
ated communities promote their own centers, adminis-
ters a household pollutant disposal program, and pro-
vides a recycling directory for residents. Our main goal
is to educate citizens on recycling and the environment.

The simple act of tossing a can into a recycling bin rather
than a garbage can diverts needless trash from entering
landfills. Recycling saves natural resources and energy,
thus helping the economy by reducing production and
energy expenses.

Ultimately, the Tulsa Green STEM group has plans to use
Tulsa Public Schools curriculum to coordinate a compre-
hensive Green STEM experience for students that will
start in Pre-K. It will build toward a capstone experience in
high school resulting in graduates who are both STEM and
eco-literate citizens.

For more information about STEM in the Tulsa area,
contact:
The M.e.t., Graham Brannin - greengra-
ham@metrecycle.com or 918-584-0584
Tulsa Public Schools, Julie Hasfjord -
hasfijju@tulsaschools.org or 918-746-6986
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OKC to overhaul recycling

and trash services

On August 2nd, the OKC City Council voted to approve a
resolution for phased improvements to its trash and recy-
cling services. The council’s decision paves the way for
biweekly collection of 96-gallon recycling bins that will
replace the 18-gallon Little Blue recycling containers cur-
rently used by city residents. The changes are in response
to customer’s desires for additional recycling options and
larger recycling carts.

Changes to the trash and recycling services will be phased
in over the next four years. The Little Blue recycling pro-
gram will end December 2017 and the new biweekly recy-
cling program will start in February 2018. The new pro-
gram will add the curbside collection of cardboard, which
is not currently collected in the Little Blue program.

At the same time, four pilot recycling stations will open
for rural customers to use. These drop off stations will
collect the same recyclables that are collected curbside
in urban areas.

In addition to the changes to the recycling program, OKC
will begin a “pay as you throw” program in 2019. Under
this program, charges will be based on waste collections.
This program will be incrementally phased in over 3to 5
years. It is anticipated the new recycling program will
encourage waste reductions through recycling, mulching,
and composting.

OKC residents can expect to pay annual rate increases of
3.5% through 2019 to fund the new program, which is
equal to the annual increases levied since 2012

For more information on the new program, see the
presentation from the August 2nd OKC City Council
meeting at https://www.okc.gov/Home/Components/
News/News/1828/5206

HELP US

Cigarette recycling stations
in downtown OKC

Oklahoma City has recently installed 23 cigarette waste
recycling stations downtown through a partnership
among the city’s Office of Sustainability, OKC Beauti-
ful and Downtown OKC Inc.

The cigarette recycling stations were installed on Project
180 light poles in Bicentennial Park, at city hall, the Okla-
homa County Courthouse and Leadership Square. Down-
town OKC will service and maintain the stations, and all
cigarette waste collected will be shipped at no cost to a
private company. The excess tobacco and paper will be
composted and the filters will be recycled into a reusable
high-grade plastic.

“Downtown belongs to everyone,” says Lisa Synar, OKC
Beautiful executive director. “It is so important we pro-
vide the tools for everyone to do

their part to safeguard downtown’s
appeal. Through this program, re- 5’5
ducing the cigarette waste that col- BeClUtiJ:Ul
lects in our tree wells, streets and

sidewalks doesn’t just beautify downtown, it also diverts
waste from our landfills.”

OKC Beautiful is one of 42 organizations to receive 2016
grant funding totaling $240,000 through Keep America
Beautiful’s Cigarette Litter Prevention Program.

“Storm drains too often end up as litter receptacles,” says
T. 0. Bowman, the city’s sustainability manager. “The tox-
ic chemicals in cigarette waste can then leach into our
waterways. This program partnership with OKC Beautiful
and Downtown OKC Inc. will help us ensure Oklahoma
City remains beautiful, healthy and sustainable.”

From: OKC News Release 7/27/2016

Not a current member of OKRA? Consider joining today!

To learn about membership levels and member benefits, such as discounts to

GROW...

*

OKLAHOMA RECYCLING ASSOCIATION
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OKRA events, download our membership brochure from www.recycleok.oryg.

To join or renew your membership :

+ Send completed membership brochure and check by mail to OKRA, PO Box
521154, Tulsa, OK 74152-1154.

Go to www.recycleok.org/join-us.php and access the online membership
form toward the bottom of the page. You can pay online via PayPal, by mail
(send your check to the PO Box above), or by credit card (follow the PayPal
link and select "Pay by Credit Card” instead of PayPal).


https://www.okc.gov/departments/planning/programs/office-of-sustainability
https://www.okcbeautiful.com/
https://www.okcbeautiful.com/
http://www.downtownokc.com/
http://www.okc180.com/
http://www.okc180.com/
https://www.kab.org/cigarette-litter-prevention
https://www.kab.org/cigarette-litter-prevention

Celebration Announced to Honor Statewide Environmental Excellence
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2017). Itis a wonderful way for schools to show their true green environmental spirit, encourage recycling and join the GACR
leader board. Last year’s GACR State Champion for Oklahoma was Perkins-Tryon Intermediate School, who recycled 18.22
pounds of cans/student. For more information on the GACR, visit www. canroundup.com.

The Great American Can Roundup (GACR) School Challenge is a fun and
easy way to raise money and help the environment. A $1000 prize is
awarded to the school in each state which recycles the most pounds of
cans/student. This allows small schools to compete equally with large
schools. The national champion recycling school earns an additional
$5000. The Can Manufacturers Institute is sponsoring the program be-
ginning on America Recycles Day (Nov. 15, 2016) to Earth Day (April 22,
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