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OKRA Officers and Board Members
 ♻ President: Tracy Horst, Choctaw Nation 
 ♻ Vice-President: Chris Feeney, KEG Curbside Recycling 
 ♻ Secretary: Sara Ivey*, Oklahoma Dept of Environmental Quality
 ♻ Treasurer: Robert Pickens, American Waste Control
 ♻ Past President: Traci Phillips, Natural Evolution, Inc.
 ♻ Executive Committee Board Member: Ilda Hershey*, 

Oklahoma State University 
 ♻ Executive Committee Board Member: Anne Napier, 

 Horticulturalist
 ♻ Executive Committee Board Member: Michael Patton, 

Land Legacy

 ♻ Kara Berst*, Chickasaw Nation
 ♻ Trudi Logan*, Tinker Air Force Base
 ♻ Jeanette Nance, Keep Oklahoma Beautiful
 ♻ Garmon Smith*, Ada Recycling Coalition 
 ♻ Maureen Turner, City of Tulsa
 ♻ Larry Wright, Western Oklahoma
 ♻ Administrative Assistant to the Board: Ellen Bussert*, 

Bixby

*OKRA Conference Planning Committee

 ♻ Melissa Adler—McKibben, Oklahoma Dept. of Environmental 
Quality (electronics)

 ♻ Christine Allison, Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance 
(business recycling)

 ♻ Diana Askins, Tulsa Master Recyclers (volunteer training & 
management)

 ♻ Trent Brewer, Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits 
 (nonprofit orgs.)

 ♻ Alex Burks, American Textile Recycling Services (textiles)
 ♻ Wesley Dedmon, City of Edmond Recycling (curbside)
 ♻ Joey Dunlap, Republic Services (collection services)
 ♻ Brian Figgins, Mustang Recycling (volunteer drop—off sites)
 ♻ David Griesel, OEMA – Oklahoma Environmental 

Management Authority (landfill diversion recycling)
 ♻ Eric Hemphill, UCO Sustainability (university programs)
 ♻ Mike Hixon, OG&E (K—12 education)
 ♻ Bryce Hulsey, Oklahoma Dept. of Environmental Quality 

 (OK recycling vendors / markets)
 ♻ Chris Knight, City of Stillwater (convenience collection centers)
 ♻ Julie Maher, Ardmore Beautification Council (beautification)

 ♻ Daniel McCune, Energy Up (Advocacy Work Group Chair)
 ♻ Kathy Moore, Oklahoma Composting Council (composting)
 ♻ MeLinda Mulcare, S&S Metals & Oklahoma Recyclers 

Association (appliance recycling)
 ♻ Trudy Nevland, City of Ada Recycling (recycling drop—off 

center/promotion & education)
 ♻ Patty Overman, Service Recycling
 ♻ Mike Reyes, Altus Air Force Base Pollution Prevention 

(community recycling education)
 ♻ Fenton Rood, Oklahoma Dept. of Environmental Quality 

(solid waste/recycling)
 ♻ Kristi Shreve, ICF International (master recycler programs)
 ♻ Bruce Stone, City of the Village – City Manager 

 (pay—as—you—throw/curbside recycling)
 ♻ Amanda Marcott Thottunkal, Oklahoma Dept of Commerce 

(business recycling)
 ♻ Lyntha Wesner, Norman (CORE) Citizens Organized to Recycle 

our Environment (citizen—driven curbside)
 ♻ Dianne Wilkins, Oklahoma Dept. of Env. Quality, Pollution 

Prevention Manager (business/industry)

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
(area of recycling interest or expertise)

See www.recycleok.org for OKRA leader e-mail addresses, 
membership information, news, volunteer opportunities and more! 

Contact OKRA:  info@recycleok.org or OKRA, P. O. Box 521154, Tulsa, OK 74152-1154
Like us on Facebook: Oklahoma Recycling Association – OKRA



Program
Time Program Details

8:00 — 3:30 Exhibits Open — Click Hall Visit with exhibitors

8:00 — 9:00 Registration & Networking Continental breakfast in exhibit area

9:00 — 9:10 Welcome & Housekeeping Tracy Horst & Ellen Bussert
Oklahoma Recycling Association

9:10 — 9:30 Recycling Today in Oklahoma & 
Market Updates

Robert Pickens
American Waste Control

9:30 — 10:30 Communicating with Customers about 
Contaimination

Chaz Miller 
Director of Policy & Advocacy, 
National Waste & Recycling Association

10:30 — 10:45 Morning Break/Networking Exhibit Area

10:45 — 11:45 Government “How To” Primer 
Moderator: 
Daniel McCune, Energy Up

Seneca Scott, Former Rep., 
“How to Talk with your Legislator”
Patrick Riley, ODEQ, 
“How to Participate in Environmental Rulemaking”
Graham Brannin, The M.e.t., 
“How to Get Everyone to the Table”

11:45 — 12:00 Textile Recycling Alex Burks, American Textile Recycling Service

12:00 — 1:15 Lunch Buffet
Close the Loop: Buying Recycled Content & 
Mail—back Programs

Dining & Program in Click Hall
Ken Perdue, Staples, National Manager of Sustainability

1:15 — 1:30 Visit Exhibitors & Network Exhibit area

1:30 — 2:30 
Concurrent 
Track Sessions

Track I — Click Hall
Product Stewardship: Take It Back Moderator: 
Garmon Smith, EPA (Retired)

—OR—
Track II — Jones Room
Curbside Subscriptions: Rural Options 
Moderator: Kara Berst, Chickasaw Nation

Melissa Alder—McKibben, ODEQ, “E—Waste”
Matt Newman, Covanta, “Mercury Thermostats”
Fenton Rood, ODEQ, “Pharmaceuticals”

Chris Feeney, Keepin’ Enid Green, Enid
Robert Lawrence, SHOW, Inc., Sapulpa

2:30 — 3:00 Expert Q&A Wrap—Up
Moderator: 
Robert Pickens, Amer. Waste Control

Featuring Today’s Presenters 
and Your Questions!
Refreshments in Exhibit Area

3:00 — 3:30 Exhibitor Door Prizes & Adjourn Tracy Horst & Ellen Bussert
Oklahoma Recycling Association

3:30 — 4:30
Concurrent 
Options

Tour: Stillwater Convenience Collection Center
—OR—

Workshop: Start a Master Composter Program 
in Your Community

Tour Option — Offsite by Caravan
Chris Knight, City of Stillwater

Workshop Option — Click Hall
Anne Napier, Horticulturist



Conference Presenters
 ♻ Melissa Adler-McKibben, Environmental Programs Specialist Land Protection Division, Oklahoma Dept of 

Environmental Quality, www.deq.state.ok.us / mader@deq.ok.gov
 ♻ Kara Berst, Exec. Officer Business Sustainability Dept. of Commerce, Chickasaw Nation, 

 www.chickasaw.net / Kara.Berst@chickasaw.net 
 ♻ Graham Brannin, Executive Director, The M.e.t., www.metrecycle.com / graham@metrecycle.com 
 ♻ Alex Burks, Community Relations Advocate, American Textile Recycling Services, www.atrscorp.com / 

 aburks@atrsonline.com
 ♻ Ellen Bussert, Admin. Assistant, Oklahoma Recycling Association, www.recycleok.org / 

 okra.secretary@gmail.com  
 ♻ Chris Feeney, Director of Vocational Services, Keepin’ Enid Green, www.keepinenidgreen.com / 

 chris@keepinenidgreen.com 
 ♻ Tracy Horst, Director of Environmental Sustainability, Choctaw Nation, www.choctawnation.com / 

 thorst@choctawnation.com 
 ♻ Chris Knight, Waste Management Director, City of Stillwater, www.stillwater.org / 

 cknight@stillwater.org
 ♻ Robert Lawrence, Executive Director, SHOW, Inc., www.showinc.org / robert.lawrence@showinc.org
 ♻ Daniel McCune, Energy Auditor, Energy Up, mccune.danny@gmail.com 
 ♻ Chaz Miller, Director of Policy & Advocacy, National Waste & Recycling Association, 

 www.wasterecycling.org / CMILLER@wasterecycling.org 
 ♻ Annie Napier, Horticulturist, annie.napier@live.com
 ♻ Matt Newman, Director Business Management, Covanta, www.covanta.com / mnewman@covanta.com
 ♻ Ken Perdue, National Manager of Stainable Solutions, Staples Business Advantage, 

 www.StaplesAdvantage.com / Ken.Perdue@Staples.com 
 ♻ Robert Pickens, VP Tulsa Recycle & Transfer, American Waste Control, www.americanwastecontrol.com / 

 Robert@awcok.com
 ♻ Patrick Riley, Solid Waste & Sustainability Manager Land Protection Division, Oklahoma Dept of Environmental 

Quality, www.deq.state.ok.us / patrick.riley@deq.ok.gov
 ♻ Fenton Rood, Assistant Director Land Protection Division, Oklahoma Dept of Environmental Quality, 

 www.deq.state.ok.us / fenton.rood@deq.ok.gov 
 ♻ Seneca Scott, Former Oklahoma State House Representative, Seneca Scott Consulting, 

 senecascott@cox.net
 ♻ Garmon Smith, Retired, Environmental Protection Agency, garmon@cableone.net



Keynote Speaker

Luncheon Speaker

Chaz Miller
National Waste & Recycling Association
Director of Policy & Advocacy
202-364-3742
CMILLER@wasterecycling.org
www.wasterecycling.org 

Chaz Miller is Director, Policy & Advocacy, for the National Waste & Recycling 
Association, a trade association for private sector haulers, recyclers, 
composters, and disposal companies. He has been involved in solid waste 
and recycling since 1976 when he joined EPA’s Resource Recovery Division. 
He has also worked for the Glass Packaging Institute.
Chaz writes an award-winning column for Waste 360 magazine. He was 
Chairman of the Board of the National Recycling Coalition and President of 
the Maryland Recycling Network. He is an ex officio member of the Northeast 
Recycling Council Board and has spoken at recycling and solid waste 
conferences in the U.S., Canada, Japan and China. 

Ken Perdue
Staples Business Advantage
National Manager of Sustainable Solutions
816-504-2148
Ken.Perdue@Staples.com
www.StaplesAdvantage.com 

Ken speaks and consults with state agencies, counties, municipalities, 
educational institutions, corporate accounts and a multitude of chambers 
of commerce nationwide in their efforts to reduce their carbon footprints. 
Ken’s emphasis on “Eco Conservation” (Consumption Reduction) through 
continued conservation adoption allows businesses to Reduce, Renew 
and Recycle while making the task of going green extremely pragmatic, 
educational and cost effective.



Thanks to our 2017 Conference Sponsors!
Platinum Sponsor:

 ♼Oklahoma State University Facilities Management, www.fm.okstate.edu

Gold Sponsors:
 ♼Chickasaw Nation, www.chickasaw.net
 ♼Choctaw Nation, www.choctawnation.com
 ♼Oklahoma Dept of Environmental Quality, www.deq.state.ok.us

Bronze Sponsors:
 ♼American Waste Control, www.americanwastecontrol.com
 ♼Batliner Recycling, www.pioneerintl.com
 ♼City of Stillwater, www.stillwater.org
 ♼Covanta , www.covanta.com
 ♼Cram-A-Lot / J.V. Manufacturing, www.cram-a-lot.com
 ♼  Keep Oklahoma Beautiful, www.keepoklahomabeautiful.org
 ♼  Natural Evolution, Inc., www.naturalevolution.com
 ♼  Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, www.oces.okstate.edu 
 ♼  Republic Services, www.republicservices.com
 ♼Solid Waste Association of North America, www.swana.org

Please complete the conference evaluation form online:
 https://goo.gl/1E5EJd 

We appreciate your feedback!



Exhibitors

Notes

♻ Batliner Recycling (recycling collection & processing) – Rebecca Ramsey
www.pioneerintl.com / rramsey@pioneerintl.com

♻ Covanta (energy from waste) – Doug Highsmith
www.covanta.com / dhighsmith@covanta.com

♻ Cram-A-Lot / J.V. Manufacturing (solid waste & recycling equipment) – Eddie Lamb
www.cram-a-lot.com / eddie@jv.com

♻ Keep Oklahoma Beautiful (community improvement) – Jeanette Nance
www.keepoklahomabeautiful.org / jeanette@keepoklahomabeautiful.com

♻ Natural Evolution, Inc., (electronics recycling) – Traci Phillips
www.naturalevolution.com / tphillips@naturalevolution.com

♻ Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service (rural development) – Keima Kamara
www.oces.okstate.edu / keima.kamara@okstate.edu

♻ Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (tire recycling program) – Kole Kennedy
www.deq.state.ok.us / kole.kennedy@deq.ok.gov

♻ Republic Services (residential & commercial recycling & waste collections) – Debora Sola
www.republicservices.com / DSola@republicservices.com

♻ Solid Waste Association of North America (Oklahoma Indian Nations Chapter) – Chris Knight
www.swana.org / cknight@stillwater.org
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